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United States Microwave Link Equipment 

Used in Electronic News Gathering/Outside Broadcast (ENG/OB)

Market Review and Forecast (2010-2017)
ENG/OB microwave video link equipment revenues picked-up in the United States in 2010 vs. 2009; ElectroniCast is forecasting continued gains through 2017.

Upper Lake, CA (USA) – April 13, 2011  -- ElectroniCast Consultants, a leading market research consultancy for the communications industry, today announced the release of a new market forecast and analysis of the global consumption of selected microwave video link equipment used in the Electronic News Gathering/Outside Broadcasts (ENG/OB) industry sector in the United States.

In 2010, Electronic News Gathering / Outside Broadcast (ENG/OB) market prospects improved versus 2009. TV advertising expenditures were up in 2010 compared to the difficulties caused by the economic downturn back in 2009.  The financial crisis, initially referred to in the media as a "credit crunch" or "credit crisis" and upgraded by many in terminology to “GD-2” (Great Depression number 2), which began back in July 2007. “The economic downturn greatly affected the advertisement revenues of the television broadcasters (TV stations); thereby forcing a decline in ENG/OB expenditures for microwave link equipment.  In terms of consumption value, however, the United States’ microwave link equipment market increased only 2.2% in 2010 versus 2009, due to the fact that the average selling price (ASP) of devices decreased and therefore, partially offset value gains.

According to ElectroniCast Consultants, The Vitec Group plc continues to dominate the USA marketplace for the selected microwave video link ENG/OB equipment quantified in this ElectroniCast market analysis.  “Other competitors from the APAC region and Europe (HQ-based), as well as specialty product concerns in the United States round-off the competitive environment,” said Stephen Montgomery, president of International Business at ElectroniCast. 

“The growing demand for rugged, smaller/lighter, easier to use and more affordable products (solutions) represents a growth opportunity for suppliers.  Partnerships among system equipment manufacturers, installers/integrators and designers (service entities/rentals, etc) are becoming critical for broader implementation of microwave products in the electronic news gathering/outside broadcast sector,” Montgomery added.  

According to the ElectroniCast study, the 2010 consumption value of ENG/OB and Live Event microwave link equipment was led by transmitters, with the 81% of the relative market share, as shown in Figure 1.  The transmitter category is forecast to increase at an average annual growth rate of 3.7 percent (2010-2017).  

In terms of volume (the number of units), all three top-level equipment-types (transmitters, receivers and antennas) are forecast for moderate and steady growth during the 2010-2017 timeframe; however, the declines in average selling prices (ASPs) will partially counteract consumption values.  

Figure 1

2010 USA Product-Type Market Share (%) of Microwave Link Products 

Used in ENG/OB, (Based on Consumption Value)

Source: ElectroniCast Consultants
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This market forecast report is available immediately from ElectroniCast Consultants (fees: $4,200-$5,400). For detailed information on this or other services provided by ElectroniCast, please contact Theresa Hosking, Marketing/Sales; thosking@electronicastconsultants.com  

(Telephone/USA: 707/275-9397)

ElectroniCast Consultants – www.electronicast.com specializes in forecasting trends in technology forecasting, markets and applications forecasting, strategic planning and consulting. ElectroniCast Consultants, as a technology-based independent forecasting firm, serves industrial companies, trade associations, government agencies, communication and data network companies and the financial community.  Reduction of the risk of major investment decisions is the main benefit provided.  ElectroniCast Consultants’ goal is to understand the challenges and opportunities facing clients and to provide timely, accurate information for strategic planning.
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