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ElectroniCast Consultants
Filter-Based Chromatic Dispersion Compensator Modules (DCMs)  

Global Market Review & Forecast
Upper Lake, CA (USA) – January 28,2010  -- ElectroniCast Consultants, a leading market research & technology forecast consultancy addressing the fiber optics communications industry, today announced the release of a new market forecast and analysis of the global market consumption and technology trends of filter-based chromatic dispersion compensator modules (DCMs), which are used in optical communication networks.  
“In the larger picture of optical networking, DCMs will continue to be required; therefore, our market analysis shows no declining in consumption of filter-based DCMs in 2009-2014 forecast period,” said Stephen Montgomery, president of International Business at ElectroniCast. “The alternative technologies to the dispersion-compensating fiber (DCF) based product-line are much more advanced than in previous years, and now in 2010, as we are just getting out of GD-2 (“great-depression number two), the market forecast for filter-based DCMs is very promising.”

There are three common device techniques to deal with chromatic dispersion in optical networks—the use of dispersion-compensating fiber (DCF); the use of chromatic dispersion-compensating filter modules; and electronic dispersion chips (EDCs).  

This report presents a market review and forecast of the consumption (use) of fiber optic chromatic dispersion compensators filter modules in optical networking.  Currently, these packaged filter devices (modules) are typically comprised having FBGs (Fiber Bragg Gratings) or etalon-based elements. The market analysis for the following product areas are presented:
· Fixed DCM (which are packaged/used in component or module)
· Tunable (Variable) DCM (which are packaged/used in component or module)
“Network planners are expected to use the combination of improved fixed-type (plug-in, and in-line jumper-types) DCMs and tunable per-channel compensators, especially when concerned with adding more channels (WDM), footprint size of the DCM and higher transfer rates, 2.5-, 10-, 40-Gbps and beyond,” Montgomery concluded.  
In terms of consumption value, tunable (variable) DCMs used in optical communications networks held a 57.8 percent relative market share, of filter-based dispersion compensation devices, in 2009.  In 2014, as the use of higher transfer rate links increase, the need to automatically adjust the compensation will also increase; therefore, filter-based Tunable DCMs are forecasted to dramatically increase to 70 percent of the relative market share of filter-based DCMs (see Figure).   
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This market forecast report is available immediately from ElectroniCast Consultants. For detailed information on this or other services provided by ElectroniCast, please contact Theresa Hosking, Marketing/Sales; thosking@electronicastconsultants.com  

(Telephone/USA: 707/275-9397)

ElectroniCast Consultants – www.electronicastconsultants.com specializes in forecasting trends in communication networks and in the products used in those networks.  This includes technology forecasting, markets and applications forecasting, strategic planning and consulting. ElectroniCast Consultants, as a technology-based independent forecasting firm, serves industrial companies, trade associations, government agencies, communication and data network companies and the financial community.  Reduction of the risk of major investment decisions is the main benefit provided.  ElectroniCast Consultants’ goal is to understand the challenges and opportunities facing clients and to provide timely, accurate information for strategic planning.
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