News Release



Electronicast Consultants

Free Space Optics (FSO) Global Market Forecast

Tokyo, Japan and Upper Lake, CA (USA) – March 12, 2007 --
ElectroniCast Consultants, a leading market & technology forecast consultancy addressing the fiber optics communications industry, today announced the release of a new Executive Study Service market forecast of the global market consumption trends of transmitter/receiver pairs used in commercial fixed-location free space optical communications (FSO).  “As the associated costs and other barriers of installing cables continue to increase, opportunities for FSO (optical wireless) links improve.  However, FSO has not been very successful in claiming relatively significant “prize” purchases and deployments of the telecommunications community,” stated Stephen Montgomery, director of the study.
The global consumption value of Transmitter/Receiver (T/R) pairs used in fixed-location commercial FSO system equipment was $41.55 million in year 2006.  Europe will maintain its market share lead throughout the forecast period (2006-2011), growing from $17.73 million, or a relative market share of 43 percent, in 2006 to $21.35 million in year 2011 (see Figure 1).  ElectroniCast’s study presents global market consumption trends of transmitter/receiver pairs used in commercial fixed-location free space optical communications (only); therefore, this report does not include all of the other parts that compose of the entire FSO system equipment.  

The 2006-2011 forecast of global consumption (use or deployment) is presented for each significant FSO Transmitter/Receiver (T/R) by capability/performance (distance and data-rate throughput), as detailed in Table 1.  The forecast for each selected FSO Transmitter/Receiver (T/R) units, in turn, are segmented into each region North America, Europe, Asia Pacific region (APAC) and Rest of World.  Note: the market forecast data in this study report does not cover T/Rs link systems used for laser light beam barrier (fences) applications – or – use in military/aerospace applications.

Figure 1
Free Space Optic T/R Pairs Global Consumption Market Forecast,

By Region (Value Basis, $ Million)
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Table 1

Market Data Category List by Distance/Meters and by Throughput/Mbps
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This five-year forecast is available immediately from ElectroniCast Consultants. For detailed information on this or other services provided by ElectroniCast, please contact Theresa Hosking, Marketing/Sales  (thosking@electronicastconsultants.com) 650/343-1398

ElectroniCast Consultants (www.electronicastconsultants.com) specializes in forecasting trends in communication networks and in the products used in those networks.  This includes technology forecasting, markets and applications forecasting, strategic planning and consulting. ElectroniCast Consultants, as a technology-based independent forecasting firm, serves industrial companies, trade associations, government agencies, communication and data network companies and the financial community.  Reduction of the risk of major investment decisions is the main benefit provided.  ElectroniCast Consultants’ goal is to understand the challenges and opportunities facing clients and to provide timely, accurate information for strategic planning.
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