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Planar Waveguide Circuits Global Market Forecast 

Upper Lake, CA (USA) – February 25, 2008  -- ElectroniCast Consultants, a leading market & technology forecast consultancy addressing the fiber optics communications industry, today announced the update release of their market forecasts and analysis of the global market consumption and technology trends of Planar Waveguide Circuits (PWCs) also referred to as planar lightwave circuits (PLCs), which are used on selected optical communication component/modules (devices).

“In terms of consumption value, the trend is for a larger share of integrated (multiple-function) planar-based devices to displace discrete (single-function) optical communication planar waveguide devices,” said Stephen Montgomery, president of ElectroniCast Consultants – APAC and the director of the study program (SEE FIGURE).  “The process for making PWC devices is very similar to that of semiconductors. Since the waveguides are fabricated using a semiconductor fab-like method, the labor content is considerably less than that of alternative discrete components,” Montgomery said. 

The new report just-release by ElectroniCast Consultants: Planar Waveguide Circuits Used in Optical Communications Global Market Forecast & Analysis, provides a 2008-2013 forecast of the use of PWCs used in arrayed waveguide gratings (AWGs); photonic switches; variable optical attenuators (VOAs);optical couplers/splitters; Lithium Niobate Modulators; Interconnect Waveguides; Other Discrete; as well as PWCs used in devices that are capable of two or more functions (Integrated Multifunction Devices).

SEE DATA FIGURE (page 2)

This 251-page market forecast and analysis report is available immediately from ElectroniCast Consultants.  For detailed information on this or other services provided by ElectroniCast, please contact Theresa Hosking, Marketing/Sales; thosking@electronicastconsultants.com  (Telephone/USA: 707/275-9397)

ElectroniCast Consultants – www.electronicastconsultants.com specializes in forecasting trends in communication networks and in the products used in those networks.  This includes technology forecasting, markets and applications forecasting, strategic planning and consulting. ElectroniCast Consultants, as a technology-based independent forecasting firm, serves industrial companies, trade associations, government agencies, communication and data network companies and the financial community.  Reduction of the risk of major investment decisions is the main benefit provided.  ElectroniCast Consultants’ goal is to understand the challenges and opportunities facing clients and to provide timely, accurate information for strategic planning.
Figure 1

Market Share (%) of PWCs Used in 

Discrete vs. Integrated Multifunctional Devices, Based on Global Consumption Value Forecast
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SOURCE: ElectroniCast Consultants

Explanation Of Market Data Figure (above)

Discrete (single-function) devices represented 59 percent of the worldwide consumption (use) value of planar waveguide circuits (PWCs) used in the selected optical communication devices in 2008, according to a study just-completed by ElectroniCast Consultants. However, in 2013 PWCs used in discrete devices-types will represent 40 percent of the relative market share, as PWCs used in integrated devices, which provide several functions (multifunction) take-over the market leadership.



















































































1 of 2

